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Sunday Mass Times 
6.00pm (Sat), 9.00am, 10.30am, 2.15pm (Polish), 5.30pm 

 

Reconciliation/Confessions 
Saturday: 10.30am – 11.30am. 5.15pm – 5.45pm 

 

25th December 2011- Nativity of Our Lord 
THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS: For many people Christmas is over by 
December 26th when life resumes to its normal activities. The Church, 
on the other hand, observes an Octave of Christmas until January 1st 
and an extended Christmastime until the Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord. Christmas combines the celebration of all three epiphanies 
(“showing forths” or manifestations) of Christ – his epiphany to the 
Magi at his birth, his epiphany to St John the Baptist at his baptism in 
the Jordan and his epiphany to the disciples and the opening of his 
public ministry by the miracle of Cana. In a very real sense, the early 
Church did not celebrate individual historical ‘events’, but she 
celebrated the ‘mysteries of Christ’. These could not be perceived in 
isolation from the other great mysteries of Christ; his life, passion 
death, resurrection, ascension and glorification. The Christmas mystery 
of Jesus’ birth, the incarnation of God, is the dawning of the great 
mystery of our salvation in Christ. 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS: Canon Liam, Fr Matt, Deacons Colm and Tim wish 
all parishioners and their families a happy, holy and peace filled 
Christmas.  
MASS TIMES FOR THIS WEEK: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at 10.00am. Wednesday at 12.00pm. 
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EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Wednesday at 11.30am 
and Friday at 9.00am. 
NEW YEARS DAY: Mass times next weekend 6.00pm (Sat), 9.00am, 
10.30am, and 5.30pm when the Prayers and readings will be taken 
from the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 
CHRISTMAS THANKS: Thank you to all who have enabled us to 
celebrate so well the Birth of Christ, to those who have erected the crib 
inside and outside, those who have cleaned the church and decorated it 
so beautifully with flowers, the ushers and collectors, all who have 
helped in the sacristy, all involved in music, reading and Eucharistic 
ministry and the altar servers. 
LAST WEEKEND: Mass Count –750   Offertory Collection - £1658.63 
PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL: Andrea Brushneen, Jesse Hall, 
Cheryl Loy, Michael Loughlin, Mary Strike, Peter Baker, Hilda Lawrence, 
Annie Beirne, C. J. Earl, Alison Blake, Joyce Harper, Peggy Harvey, Paul 
Hanlon, Nora King, Brendan Markey. 
THE 12 DAYS: A series of podcasts by various people from within our 
diocesan community on the diocesan website focusing on the 12 
figures in the crib in Clifton Cathedral beginning today. 
CRIB: Donations received through the crib outside the church will go to 
the Gloucester and District Samaritans. Donations received through the 
crib inside the Church will go to the Clifton Children’s Society. 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY: This year the Feast of the Holy Family 
falls on Friday 30th December. Since this is part of the Christmas Feast 
and a day on which family life is celebrated, the call to abstain from 
meat on that day is dispensed. 
200 CLUB: Debbie will be collecting subscriptions for 2012 at all 
Masses during the weekend of 7th/8th January. 
FAITH ALIVE: January edition now available price £1.95. 
CAROL EVENING: Thank you to all who supported the recent carol 
evening. With the agreement of Canon Liam the money raised (£200) 
was donated to the Rainbow Social Club. This is a club run by very 
dedicated people for those with learning difficulties and is supported 
by Milestones School. It gives an outlet and meeting place to those who 
have no other. At this time especially the donation is very much 
appreciated. Thank you all. 
RETIREMENT CLUB: Our New Year Party is on Wednesday 11th 
January at 1.00pm in the Social Club Hall. Tickets available from the 
Committee priced £5. There will be a Committee meeting in the Coffee 
Bar on Wednesday January 4th at 1.00pm. 


