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3rd May 2020 – Fourth Sunday of Easter (Year A) 
  

 

Mass Intentions this Week 
During this week Fr Liam will say a daily private mass in St Peter’s Church for the following intentions: 

Sunday: Leona Hayes Anniv.  
Monday: John Hall RIP.  

Tuesday: Kuriakose Kunnath Anniv.  
Wednesday: Margaret Sophie O’Neill RIP 

Thursday: CMBF.  
Friday: Paddy Caldwell RIP 

Saturday: Eileen Dewsnip RIP 
 

Church Closure 
St Peter’s Church and the Parish Office are closed until further notice. 

 

This Week 
Fourth Week of Easter. Monday is the Feast of The English Martyrs.   

Diocesan Prayer Link: Immaculate Conception, Devizes 
 

RIP 
We ask your prayers for those who have died recently: 
Paddy Caldwell, 
A private graveside funeral services will take place in due course. Memorial Mass will be celebrated once the 
current restrictions have been lifted. We extend our sympathy to family and friends. 
 

Daily Live Streaming of Mass from Clifton Cathedral  
Continues each day including Sundays at 9.30am and can be accessed through the diocesan website 

(cliftondiocese.com) or through churchservices.tv.  
 

We remember those who have asked for our prayers: Ian Cahill, Andrea Brushneen, Cheryl Loy, Sharon 
Williams, Michaele Hercules, Mary Wood, Leonard Slatter, Sue Hartnett, Phil Gammond, Mandi Stokes, Theo 
Montague, Margaret Coleman, Vera Watson, Patricia Walsh, Cecilia Edwards, Veronica Burke, Janet Diaco, Linda 
Northway, Rebecca Northway, Ben Wilkinson, Jackie Hutt, Steve Prosser, Kitty Daly, Peter Hagan, Frank Kelly, 
Mary Philomena Mayo, Marie O’Connor, Baby Monroe Cserna-Ochai, Jennifer Morrissey, Kathleen Neely, Joan 
O’Connell, Milvia Sepede, Eileen Mary Parsons, Pat O’Ryan, Fr Liam Slattery, Christopher Browne.  
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for May 
That deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire 

Church. 
 



Year of Communion - Sunday May 3rd – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
‘The sheep follow him because they know his voice.’ 

When an ewe gives birth to her lamb farmers will not release the mother and baby onto the farm until they are 
sure that the lamb knows the voice of the mother and will run to her when she calls. It is essential to the life of 
the lambs that they know who their mother is. Today, is often known as Good Shepherd Sunday a day which the 
Church designates as a special day of prayer for vocations. In the past this was always about encouraging 
people to consider priesthood or religious life. Now, however, it is recognised that there are many vocations to 
which God can call us. We are encouraged to discern what this might be, to listen to the voice of the Good 
Shepherd and to follow where he wishes to lead us. It may be a vocation within the Church but ultimately our 
own personal vocation is wherever we find ourselves at one with what God wants for us. Jesus has shown us 
the kind of Good Shepherd that he is – one who cares for the weak, the dispossessed, the sinner, the abandoned 
– and whatever the walk of life we choose we are called to be like him, little shepherds, reaching out to those 
who need our care and our tenderness. 

 

Vacancy in Clifton Diocese 
Office Administrator 

Part-time (24 Hours per week worked over five days) 
Two-year fixed term contract (24 months) 

This vacancy provides an opportunity to join the Curial team based in Alexander House, Bristol as an Office 
Administrator working within the Finance team.  The role reports to the Diocesan Financial Administrator.  The 
Finance team is a small but very busy team.  Flexibility, attention to detail and excellent organisational skills are 
essential for this role. Salary and other benefits: circa £20,000 per annum depending upon experience. 33 days 
holiday per annum including public holidays and a 5% matched contributory pension scheme.  
For full details of this vacancy and an application form visit: www.cliftondiocese.com/diocese/working-for-us   
For an informal discussion about this role please contact Janet Parker, Diocesan Financial Administrator, Clifton 
Diocese on 07751 258820. 
Closing date for receipt of applications: Friday 15th May 2020 
INTERVIEW PROCESS DURING COVID-19 
Applications should be sent by email to janet.parker@cliftondiocese.com 
Please do not post applications at this time as Alexander House is currently closed. 
It is likely that we will be conducting interviews via video conference, so access to the internet and the ability to 
participate in a video call will be required.   

 

Vocations Sunday 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday is a day of prayer for vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate 
and Consecrated Life.   

Prayer for Vocations Sunday: 
Loving Father, you call us by name. 

As we journey through life help us to be confident in our own unique identity  
and to find opportunities to develop our own gifts and passions. 

We pray that the Holy Spirit will pour on us wisdom and guidance 
to help us realise and follow our dreams, discerning your plan for our lives. 

Bless your Church by raising up dedicated and generous people from our families and friends 
who will serve as Priests, Deacons, Sisters and Brothers. 
May we support one another in response to God’s call. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis  
To The Faithful For The Month Of May 2020 

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with particular intensity their love 
and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the 
family. The restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also 
from a spiritual point of view. 
 

For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the 
month of May. This can be done either as a group or individually; you can decide according to your own 
situations, making the most of both opportunities. The key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also 
on the internet to find good models of prayers to follow. 
 



I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I myself will 
pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of you. I include them with this letter so that they are 
available to everyone. 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us even 
more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in my prayers, 
especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great 
affection I send you my blessing. 
 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 
Pope Francis 
 

First Prayer to Our Lady 
  

O Mary, 
You shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross, 
were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, 
and we know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened himself with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, but deliver us always from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.  
 

The second Prayer 
  

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”. 
In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of 
God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 
Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are 
distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them 
deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the 
spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the 
future and the consequences for the economy and employment. 
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and 
that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the 
sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, and 
are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and 
continued health. 
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to 
the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find 
effective solutions to overcome this virus. 
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking 
the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and 
solidarity. 
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms 
will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the 
future. 
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that 
unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty 
and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer. 
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his 
all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, 
O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 
 
 



A People who Hope in Christ  
A Message from the Metropolitan Archbishops of the Catholic Church in England and Wales  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, The radiance of the risen Lord shines upon us. At a time when so many 
shadows are cast into our lives, and upon our world, the light of the resurrection shines forever to renew and 
restore our hope. In the words of our Holy Father, Pope Francis: ‘In the midst of isolation when we are suffering 
from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so many things, let us once 
again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side.’ (27 March 2020)  
 

The impact of Covid-19, both nationally and internationally, has been immense. So much of what we take for 
granted has changed. Our health and physical interaction, our capacity to travel and gather, have all been 
affected. There is uncertainty in our future, especially with work and the country’s economy. As we know, very 
sadly, large numbers of people have died because of the coronavirus, and others have been or remain seriously 
ill. Keyworkers, not least in the National Health Service and care sectors, are serving selflessly to sustain the life 
of our nation. Our hearts and prayers go out to everyone who is suffering because of Covid-19, and to all those 
battling to overcome its effects. May those who have died rest in peace and those who are bereaved find 
comfort.  
 

When the Prime Minister announced the lockdown, this included places of worship and therefore Catholic 
churches. These measures were put in place to stem the general transmission of the virus. It is right that the 
Catholic community fulfils its role in contributing to the preservation of life and the common good of society. 
This must continue until the restrictions applied by the Government are lifted.  
 

None of us would want to be in the situation in which we find ourselves. While the live-streaming of the Mass 
and other devotions is playing an important part in maintaining the life of faith, there is no substitute for 
Catholics being able to physically attend and participate in the celebration of the Mass and the other 
sacraments. Our faith is expressed powerfully and beautifully though ‘seeing, touching, and tasting.’ We know 
that every bishop and every priest recognises the pain of Catholics who, at present, cannot pray in church or 
receive the sacraments. This weighs heavily on our hearts. We are deeply moved by the Eucharistic yearning 
expressed by so many members of the faithful. We thank you sincerely for your love for the Lord Jesus, present 
in the sacraments and supremely so in the Holy Sacrifice 2 of the Mass. The bishops and priests of every diocese 
are remembering you and your loved ones at Mass each day in our churches as we pray ‘in hope of health and 
wellbeing.’ We thank our priests for this faithfulness to their calling.  
 

As the Government’s restrictions are relaxed step by step, we look forward to opening our churches and 
resuming our liturgical, spiritual, catechetical and pastoral life step by step. This will also be of service to those 
beyond the Catholic Church who depend on our charitable activity and outreach through which much goodness 
is shared by so many volunteers from our communities.  
 

None of us knows, as yet, how or when the lockdown will end. There is likely to be a phased return to travelling 
and gathering. As a church, we are now planning for this time and our discussions with the statutory public 
health agencies and Government representatives are ongoing. Together with Catholics across England and 
Wales we desire the opening of our churches and access to the sacraments. Until then, we are continuing to 
pray and prepare.  
 

We want to acknowledge with gratitude the service of our fellow bishops and priests, our deacons and 
religious, our families and lay faithful, together with all our parish and school communities, for the wonderful 
ways the life of the faith is being nourished at this time, especially in the home. We also pay tribute to the 
Catholic organisations and networks that are working to support the vulnerable and needy.  
 

On that first Easter day, the disciples were in lockdown and the doors were closed. In their isolation the Lord 
Jesus came among them and said ‘Peace be with you.’ May the peace of the risen Lord reign in our hearts and 
homes as we look forward to the day we can enter church again and gather around the altar to offer together 
the Sacrifice of Praise.  
 

We unite in asking the intercession of Our Blessed Lady and assure you of our prayers and blessing  
 

Yours devotedly in Christ, ✠ Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster ✠ Malcolm McMahon OP, 
Archbishop of Liverpool ✠ Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham ✠ George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff ✠ 
John Wilson, Archbishop of Southwark 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click on HYMN for Queen of the May 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Bring+flowers+of+the+rarest&&view=detail&mid=C043549185D14605E69AC043549185D14605E69A&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DBring%2Bflowers%2Bof%2Bthe%2Brarest%26FORM%3DHDRSC3

