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Witamy  MABUHAY   BEM-VINDO   

SWAGATAM   welcome  

Welcome to the latest edition of the family newsletter. In this edition we will think about the wonderful Christmas season  
we are in and also about the forthcoming new year and all we hope and pray it will hold for us as families, individuals and as 
a church community.  As the day we celebrate Jesus’ birth draws nearer at such a fast pace and we have so much to do in 
order to get ready for the celebrations lets take a moment to think about the lead up to this wonderful occasion. In our lives 
today we can be so busy with planning the food , cards, presents, decorations, that we lose sight of the real ‘reason for the 
season’.   And then when all the present s are unwrapped, the food has been eaten and the clear up is under way our 
thoughts turn to the new year ahead. What do we hope for? Do we want peace in our families and our world? Do we want to 
change our outlook and be more positive or do we want better health? How will we approach the New Year with all of these 
hopes and prayers for a positive start to 2017.  We hope that while reading this newsletter you will be able to find some 
quiet time to reflect on these things. 
 
Pippa

Notable Dates and Feasts in December and 
January 
Dec- 
18th- 4th Sunday of Advent 
25th – The Nativity of the Lord 
26th – St Stephen (the first martyr) 
27th- St John the Apostle 
28th- The Holy innocents  
29th – 5th day of Christmas Octave 
30th- The Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph 
Jan-  
1st- Mary the Holy Mother of God 
8th- Epiphany of the Lord 
9th- Baptism of the Lord 
25th- The Conversion of St. Paul the apostle 
31st – St. John Bosco  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
The Advent Wreath-  

During Advent we can see at the front of the 

church an Advent Wreath, we may also have 

one in our homes and schools. These are made 

from a circle of evergreen plants, like holly and 

ivy which symbolises God, as a circle has no 

beginning or end. The evergreen plants used 

are a reminder that God does not change and 

he does not die. The holly is a symbol of the 

crown of thorns that Jesus wore when he was 

crucified. Four candles are fixed around the 

circle with another in the middle. 3 different 

colours of candles are used in a traditional 

wreath, there are three purple candles, a pink 

one and a white one in the middle. One purple 

candle is lit on the first Sunday of Advent, this 

is the candle of hope, as we look at the light of 

this candle we celebrate the hope we have in 

Christ. On the second Sunday it is lit again 

together with another purple one, this is the 

Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is 

born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. 



candle of peace, we celebrate the peace that 

we find in Christ. On the third Sunday in 

Advent (also known as Gaudete (rejoice) 

Sunday we light the pink candle. The final 

purple candle is lit in the fourth Sunday and 

represents love.  On Christmas Day the white 

candle is also lit representing Jesus, he is the 

light of the world and if we follow him we will 

never be in darkness. 

 

The twelve days of Christmas. 

Now that Christmas Day has passed, the presents have 
been opened, and the feast has been prepared (and 
eaten!) it's time to take down the Christmas tree, pack up 
the decorations, and start thinking about what the New 
Year will hold for us, right? No! Christmas has only just 
begun And while most of us may find it hard to sustain our 
celebration of Christmas all the way through until the 
traditional end of the season on February 2, the Feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord (also known as Candlemas), 
we can easily celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, 
which end with the Solemnity of the Epiphany, on January 
6. In an important way, Epiphany completes the Christmas 
feast, because it is the day that we celebrate the fact that 
Christ came to bring salvation to the Gentiles as well as to 
the Jews. That's why the Old Testament reading for 
Epiphany is Isaiah 60:1-6, which is a prophecy of Christ's 
birth and the submission of all nations to Him, and 
includes a specific prophecy of the Wise Men coming to 
pay homage to Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST NICHOLAS PRAY FOR US. 

WHO WAS SAINT NICHOLAS? 
The feast of St. Nicholas is on December the 6th. 
It is a highlight of the Advent season. We are told 

that each child would put out a shoe the night 
before St. Nicholas Day in the hope that the kind 

bishop with his mitre, staff, and bag of gifts 
would pay a visit. The current Santa Claus is 
modelled after St. Nicholas, children eagerly 

await Santa Claus, hanging up a stocking in the 
hope that presents will appear on Christmas 

morning! 
 

 

The O Antiphons - On the evening of December 
17 the final phase of preparation for Christmas 
begins  
with the first of the great "O Antiphons" of 
Advent.  
December 17 - O Wisdom, that proceedest 
from the mouth of the Most High, Reaching 
from end to end mightily, and sweetly 
disposing all things: come and teach us the way 
of prudence.  
December 18 -  O Lord and Ruler of the house 
of Israel, Who didst appear unto Moses in the 
burning bush, and gavest him the law on Sinai: 
come and redeem us by Thy outstretched arm.  
December 19 - O Root of Jesse, Who standest 
as the Ensign of the people, before Whom kings 
shall not open their lips; to Whom the Gentiles 
shall pray: come and deliver us, tarry now no 
more. 
December 20 - O Key of David, and Sceptre of 
the house of Israel; Who openest, and no man 
shutteth, Who shuttest, and no man openeth: 
come and lead the captive from the prison 
house, and him that sitteth in darkness and the 
shadow of death.  
December 21 - O Dawn of the East, Splendor of 
the eternal Light, and Sun of justice: Come and 
enlighten them that sit in darkness, and the 
shadow of death.  
December 22  -O King of the gentiles, yea, and 
the desire thereof, the Cornerstone that makest 
both one: come and save man, whom Thou hast 
made out of the slime of the earth.  
December 23 - O Emmanuel, our King and 
Lawgiver, the expectation of all nations and 
their Salvation: come and save us, O Lord our 
God.  
 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Christmas.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/catholicliving/f/Xmas_Tree_Down.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Presentation.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Presentation.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Christmas/tp/What-Are-The-Twelve-Days-Of-Christmas.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Epiphany.htm
http://www.drbo.org/x/d?b=drb&bk=27&ch=60&l=1#x


Epiphany The Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ is one of the oldest Christian feasts, 
though, throughout the centuries, it has celebrated a 
variety of things. Epiphany comes from a Greek verb 
meaning "to reveal," and all of the various events 
celebrated by the Feast of the Epiphany are 
revelations of Christ to man. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prayer for the Epiphany  
GOLD – We bring you gold of our obedience. Help us 
to live as you want us to. 
FRANKINCENSE – We bring you the incense of our 
worship. You are God and we worship you.  
MYRRH – We bring you the myrrh of our world’s 
sadness. Help us look after one another better. 
Amen. 

Advent resources to use with your 
children -

http://www.missiontogether.org.uk
/advent 

Why not try making this Cafod 
Advent calendar-  

http://cafod.org.uk/Education/Prim
ary-schools/Advent-calendar-for-

children 

Deacon Colm. 

Can you guess what 
Deacon Colm is hiding 

in?? 

 

Family New Year Activity idea- 
Blessings Jar- Find and 
decorate an empty jar. Then all 
through the year on every 
occasion when anyone in the 
family recognises a blessing in 
their life they write it down on 
a piece of paper and pop it in 
the jar. Then on New Years Eve 
2017 open the jar and read 
together each blessing. You 
will be surprised how much we 
are blessed everyday 
throughout the year! 

Wishing Star activity-  
Why not cut out some stars, punch a 
hole at the top and thread through some 
ribbon or string. Write a wish for 2017 
and hang them on a tree or branch and 
pray for that something or someone. 
God always listens to us.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=a+prayer+for+new+year&view=detailv2&&id=DD30642BA4B71C0D2D97D5DA3288C99D50499868&selectedIndex=0&ccid=npmh8es/&simid=608005858145209323&thid=OIP.M9e99a1f1eb3ffbdb3d68583c60e4c4eeH0


 

On Saturday December 17th, Pope 
Francis celebrated his 80th Birthday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In his homily on New Year’s Day (The 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God) in 

2016 he said: 
 
 

Dear brothers and sisters! Jesus Christ is the 
blessing for every man and woman, and for all 

of humanity. The Church, in giving us Jesus, 
offers us the fullness of the Lord’s blessing. 

This is precisely the mission of the people of 
God: to spread to all peoples God’s blessing 

made flesh in Jesus Christ. And Mary, the first 
and most perfect disciple of Jesus, the first and 
most perfect believer, the model of the pilgrim 

Church, is the one who opens the way to the 
Church’s motherhood and constantly sustains 
her maternal mission to all mankind. Mary’s 

tactful maternal witness has accompanied the 
Church from the beginning. She, the Mother of 

God, is also the Mother of the Church, and 
through the Church, the mother of all men and 

women, and of every people. 
May this gentle and loving Mother obtain for us 

the Lord’s blessing upon the entire human 
family. We especially implore her intercession 

that the Lord may grant peace in our day; peace 
in hearts, peace in families, peace among the 

nations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
 


